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The initial theoretical and methodological basis for the formation of public, including self-

government, in Ukraine is the public and natural-legal concept of power and self-government. These 

ideas humanize public authority, make it more citizen-friendly, and their implementation substantially 

broadens the sphere of individual freedom, its social action, forming an essential segment of its social 

interaction with the state, which optimally realizes individual and collective rights of the individual. 
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Authorities under these conditions reflect not only the specific way of thinking and the form of realization 

of the will of a particular person, groups of people for the life and life of their descendant. At the local 

level, such a power will form and operate a coherent system of social connections that actually shape a 

real civil society. 

For the political thought of the XX century the nature and principles of functioning of power and 

local self-government is characterized by the evolution of scientific ideas about the model of the 

relationship between «power and self-government». In this time interval, it is advisable to distinguish 

three stages. Thus, the beginning of the century was marked by the development of the problem within 

the idea of the rule of law, the Soviet times introduced their vision of these relations, and modernity 

added its scientific principles and models of relations in accordance with the requirements of modern 

democracies [1]. 

The beginning of the twentieth century proved that the problems of the essence and content of 

power and self-government are embedded in the content of the phenomenon of self-restriction of state 

power and movement to the rule of law, as the state that guarantees the most natural rights for the 

individual. However, with respect to domestic political practice, it should be noted that the bourgeois-

class self-rule of capitalist countries has acquired in the USSR the form and content of proletarian-class 

self-government. This fundamentally changed the notion that existed before the revolution about local 

government as a non-state by nature. 

According to the Soviet approach, the local Soviets freely united on the basis of democratic 

centralism into a single, federal, consolidated, nationwide Soviet power.  Organized into a rigid state 

vertical, local councils were, in fact, a democratic cover for the party's monopoly power. From the fact 

that the councils tried to provide traditional municipal services to people with their limited capabilities, 

their nature did not change. They formed and acted as an organic part of the totalitarian regime. In part, 

this approach remains in the ideas of the modern population of Ukraine, which is manifested in the fact 

that people still consider self-government as an extension of state power rather than an independent kind 

of government. 

Already in 60-80-ies of XX century the scientific and educational literature analyzed the problems 

of self-government of the people in connection with the democratic processes that took place in the state 

and public life of the country, with the activity of councils and the strengthening of democratic principles 

in government. However, self-government was not limited to the local level, but was considered as a 

social phenomenon that penetrates into all spheres of life of society and its political system. It was not 

limited to advice; its forms, such as self-government of public organizations, labor collectives, 

cooperative, school, student self-government, were actively investigated, which in their totality formed 

the concept of «self-government of the people». 
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