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LAW AND INTERNATIONAL LAW

Today, it i1s difficult to imagine a world where states exist separately from one
another. Economic, political, and even social processes are closely interconnected between
countries. What happens in one part of the world can quickly affect others. That is why
there is a need for rules that regulate these relationships, and this role is performed by
international law.

In simple terms, international law is a system of rules that governs how states interact
with each other. It determines how countries conclude agreements, resolve conflicts, and
cooperate in various fields. Its main sources are international treaties, customs, and general
principles of law [1, p. 27].

It is important to understand that international law differs from national law. Within
a state, there are institutions that enforce laws, such as the police and courts. At the
international level, there is no single authority with such power. Therefore, much depends
on the willingness of states to comply with the rules they have accepted.

In this context, a key principle is that agreements must be respected and fulfilled.
Without this principle, international law could not function effectively, as no state would
trust another.

One of the most complex and interesting issues is the relationship between
international and national law. In simple terms, the question is which norms should
prevail: international rules or domestic laws.

Different countries approach this issue in different ways. In Ukraine, the situation is
quite clear. According to the Constitution, international treaties ratified by the parliament
become part of national legislation [2]. This means they are applied alongside domestic
laws.

However, in practice, many challenges arise. For example, international norms are
often formulated in general terms and require additional legislation for proper
implementation [3, p. 60]. Moreover, there are situations where international and national
norms do not fully correspond to each other.

International law plays a particularly important role in the field of human rights. It
establishes the basic standards that must be guaranteed to every individual. Rights such as the
right to life, freedom, and a fair trial are 3akperuiens! in international documents [4, p. 105].

For Ukraine, this is especially important because citizens can apply to international
courts if their rights are violated. This not only protects individuals but also encourages
the state to improve its legal system.
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Another important area is international security. The modern world faces many
threats, including armed conflicts, terrorism, and new forms of crime. No state can
effectively address these challenges alone.

International law establishes rules that help states interact in such situations. It
defines how force may be used, how conflicts should be resolved, and which actions are
unacceptable [5, p. 70].

Modern challenges make international law even more relevant. For instance,
technological development has led to the emergence of cybercrime, which is still not fully
regulated. Environmental problems, such as climate change and pollution, also require
coordinated international efforts [6, p. 92].

Migration is another important issue. People move between countries, creating new
legal and social challenges. States must find a balance between ensuring security and
protecting human rights.

For Ukraine, European integration is particularly significant. This process involves
adapting national legislation to European standards [7, p. 140]. Although it is complex and
time-consuming, it has a positive impact on the development of the state.

International law also influences the work of law enforcement agencies. It establishes
standards for the use of force, the treatment of individuals, and the protection of rights.
This makes law enforcement activities more transparent and fair.

In addition, international cooperation improves the fight against crime. Many crimes
today are transnational, and without cooperation between states, they are difficult to
investigate. Countries exchange information, conduct joint operations, and extradite
offenders.

At the same time, international law is not perfect. One of its main problems is the
lack of effective enforcement mechanisms. If a state refuses to comply with its obligations,
it is often difficult to force it to do so.

Another issue is politicization. In some cases, international law may be used as a tool
of political influence, which reduces trust in it.

Despite these challenges, international law remains essential. Without it, the world
would be far less stable and secure.

In my opinion, the main task today is not only to create new legal norms but also to
ensure their real implementation. This is the key to the effectiveness of international law.

In conclusion, international law plays a crucial role in the modern world. It influences
the development of states, protects human rights, and contributes to maintaining
international security. For Ukraine, this issue is especially important in the context of
European integration. Therefore, it is essential not only to adopt international norms but
also to apply them effectively in practice.

References:

1. Kopieichykov V. V. General Theory of State and Law. Kyiv: Yurinkom Inter, 2011.
2. Constitution of Ukraine, 1996.

3. Shemshuchenko Y. S. International Law. Kyiv: Naukova Dumka, 2012.

4. European Convention on Human Rights, 1950.

5. Charter of the United Nations, 1945.

6. Lukashuk L. I. International Law. Kyiv: Lybid, 2008.

7. Association Agreement between Ukraine and the EU, 2014.

83



